BOOKS & MEDIA

the outbreak of severe acute respira-
tory syndrome (SARS), this picture
changed. SARS was quickly shown to
be caused by a novel coronavirus, and
the ensuing explosion of research on
coronaviruses is reflected in this new
book.

This multi-authored book con-
tains 16 chapters and is organized
into 2 sections. The first section of 7
chapters covers most aspects of coro-
navirus replication, from virus bind-
ing and entry into the cell to genome
packaging. When appropriate, these
chapters also draw on recent work
with the closely related arteriviruses.
Each chapter generally offers excel-
lent and balanced reviews of the coro-
navirus literature through 2006, with a
few references from 2007. The second
section of 9 chapters discusses various
aspects of the host-pathogen interface
of several coronaviruses; the major fo-
cus is the SARS coronavirus, although

the human coronavirus NL63 and mu-
rine, feline, and avian coronaviruses
are also covered.

This book provides a one-stop
entry into current thinking in the field.
For those unfamiliar with coronavi-
ruses, the first section offers a current
view of how these viruses replicate.
Two areas that are not as well repre-
sented in this section are effects of
coronavirus infection on cellular pro-
cesses, such as the cell cycle, apopto-
sis, and other signaling pathways, and
protein trafficking, virus assembly, and
release. Separate chapters on these ar-
eas would have strengthened the book.
In some ways, the second section of
the book is not as satisfying. The 3
chapters on SARS coronavirus and the
chapter on human coronavirus vac-
cine development have introductory
sections that are somewhat repetitive.
Including chapters on transmissible
gastroenteritis virus and porcine re-

spiratory coronavirus would also have
been beneficial. That said, the chapters
on SARS and the avian, murine, and
feline coronaviruses are excellent.

I heartily recommend that this
book be placed in the library of ev-
ery laboratory that is working on this
fascinating group of viruses. It will be
particularly valuable to newcomers to
the field by providing a single entry
point to recent thinking about these
agents.
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ANOTHER DIMENSION

The CAT Scan
Ronald O. Valdiserri

I enter your portal through a scrim of invisible rays,

beads of energy outnumbering my regrets.

Supine on a cold bed, part supplicant, part sacrifice.

Like all captives, fearing judgment.

Woosh, then comes the warm tingle of the dye,

everywhere at once.

It feels like a cleansing...

washing away debris, debt, equivocation.

“no,” silently, I correct myself,

acknowledging the iodine’s more melancholy assignment:

building a luminous marquee around 56 years of imperfection and wear.
And the lights blink yellow.

Dr Valdiserri is chief public health consultant in the Office of Public Health and Environmental Hazards at the US
Department of Veterans Affairs. Prior to joining the VA in 2006, Dr. Valdiserri served as the deputy director of the National
Center for HIV, STD, and TB Prevention at the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

694

Emerging Infectious Diseases * www.cdc.gov/eid ¢ Vol. 14, No. 4, April 2008





